
Newsletter:  November 2020 

Dear St. Thomas' Preschool and Kindergarten Families, 

This month has been busy at St. Thomas’ Preschool!  Our families continue to give to our 

classroom, school, and church community in a variety of ways. School families are 

enjoying the joint effort with the church in the community outreach programs.  We 

joined the church in collecting for the Thanksgiving bags and Community Crisis 

Outreach, receiving so many donations!  Thank you for your generous participation. The 

wreaths from the church’s Greens sale have arrived. Those who ordered will be 

contacted for pick up. Your sweet children sure did bring smiles to our faces with their 

school photos with photographer Monica Berg.  They were absolutely precious! 

 

REMINDERS 

• Monday 11/23 and Tuesday 11/24 - School OPEN for students 
• Wednesday 11/25, Thursday 11/26, and Friday 11/27 - School CLOSED for 

Thanksgiving Holiday 
• Thursday 12/3 - Kindergarten Conferences - School OPEN for students 

(teachers sent out sign-up) 
    
Earlier this month, children enjoyed an exciting visit from the Baltimore County 

Fire Department to learn about fire safety. The children have been taking 

advantage of learning outdoors on the playgrounds and Nature Trail, engaging 

in activities ranging from learning to read and construct sentences to building 

Fairy Gardens. Children are discussing Thanksgiving by making turkeys with a 

variety of sensory materials and creating “gratitude wreaths”, and singing 

traditional songs in Music, and participating in collaborative artwork creations. 



We are grateful for the wonderful environment in which we are surrounded by, 

supporting concepts such as learning about the life cycle of a pumpkin, which 

we were able to grow in our very own gardens.  We also grew our own Three 

Sisters Garden, a center of Native American agriculture and culinary traditions 

of corn, squash, and beans.  We are grateful for the sounds of song and giggles 

that fill our classrooms and amazing outdoor spaces. We feel very blessed to be 

together! 

We extend our thanks and gratitude for ALL of the generous donations and acts 

of kindness through your contributions to the Parents’ Association organized 

Raise Craze Fundraiser!   

YOU have raised nearly $3,000!!!!  A portion of these funds will be going towards 

improving our school in a very important way, by funding the purchase of HEPA 

air purification units for each classroom. While not a very glamorous purchase, I 

think we all can agree that the addition of one more layer of protection and 

providing a greater chance of remaining in school is PRICELESS!!  Thank you for 

your generosity and continued kindness for our community.   



 

 

Thank you for your continued efforts and conscientious actions to keep our 

community safe and healthy, especially as we enter the holiday season. We are 

grateful for our school families that are following recommendations and 

guidelines, knowing that this will allow us to continue to come together each 

day. We appreciated the sacrifices you are making as a family in order to keep 

our school community safe. We all know that getting together with family and 

friends and celebrating in traditional wayS is something we all long for. We will 

eventually get there. But for now, I talk to my own children about the small 

sacrifices we make for others and the virtue and importance of developing a 

longing for something special. Teaching our children the character trait of 

patience a challenge, however, our lives currently present a wonderful 

opportunity to develop this important life skill. In a world where instant 

gratification is everywhere, we are being presented with countless ways to help 

our children develop patience!  My family is relishing in this time as an 

opportunity to slow down and appreciate things that we typically do not have 

time for. I share this in hopes that we can all find ways in which to enjoy some 

simple pleasures:  
“And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and 

made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more 

deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the 

people began to think differently. 

“And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, 

and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

"And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, 

they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new 

images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they 

had been healed." 

~Kitty O'Meara 

With peace, love, and joy, 

Kristin Morrow 
Director, St. Thomas’ Preschool


