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St. Thomas’, you are such a wonderful and blessed church! Thank 

you for the privilege of being able to share these past almost eleven 

years with you. The time has passed so quickly. I can still remember 

being with the search committee for my first interview. And yet here 

we are. 
 

My thanks to all of you. I have had the opportunity to share in so 

many people’s lives, sometimes moments of pride and joy, and at other times pain and 

grief. Thank you for being willing to trust me and for allowing me to share these times 

with you. My prayers have been with all of you.   
 

We have had such strong leadership at St. Thomas’ and my thanks to all of those who 

have been wardens, served on the vestry, and the many people who have participated in 

and led our different ministries. I am also so grateful to my staff. We have had such a 

good time together. Our leadership takes on responsibilities, we support each other and 

we laugh together. When I was with the bishop recently I said to him, “We have such a 

great vestry and such a good staff, and so I am proud of where we are at St. Thomas’.” I 

also know that while there are differences of opinion at times there is no undercurrent 

or split within our church. We have stood together through 

                                                                                                            August     2019              
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               Malcolm’s  Retirement Celebration 
 

Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019 

                              4 pm 

                             All Are Invited! 

Mission BBQ ~ DJ ~ Moon Bounce 
 

NEW!! St. Thomas’ is becoming more digital and is using EVITE to send 

invitations and sign ups.  Be on the look out for these invitations!    
 

We sent our first invitation on  8/6/19 to celebrate Malcolm’s upcoming 

retirement on September 8th – check it out!  If you don’t see it in your email, 

check your SPAM or JUNK mail folders!  Hope to see you there.  Any 

questions about how to access it or if you didn’t receive it, feel free to reach 

out to Barb Parks 410-363-1044/bparks@stthomaschurch.us 
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these years and I believe that the next rector will be welcomed. 

It has been such a blessing to integrate Brown Memorial Weekday School into 

St Thomas’ and I know that in the long term, this school will be a significant 

part of the life and future of our church. 
 

This is a hard process for you as you begin the search and yet it is an 

opportunity to stop and discern where St. Thomas’ has been and where it is 

going.  There are still so many possibilities. I believe that many churches at this 

time look forward and see that the road is becoming more narrow and they are 

uncertain of their future. I see before St Thomas’ a strong, wide road that will 

have some bumps, but it will also be able to offer a direction and hope for many, 

many years ahead. God is with us. Thank you again.  
 

And, finally, thank you to Tessa, my wife. You have stood with me all the years 

of my life in ministry. I am deeply thankful and look forward to our years 

together in retirement! 

 

We conclude each of our vestry meetings by saying these words together:  

“May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with us all forevermore.”          (2 Cor. 13:13) 
 

Every blessing, 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Malcolm Ellis 

Rector 

 

Our new home address in October 2019 is: 11211 Vienna Trails Lane, Houston, 

TX 77095 

 Our emails are: rev.m.ellis@gmail.com   ellis.tessa@gmail.com 

mailto:rev.m.ellis@gmail.com
mailto:ellis.tessa@gmail.com
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PARISH REGISTER 

Marriages: “Those whom God hath joined  

    together. . .” 

Paul Thomas O’Malley II & Mary Elizabeth Daly 

March 16, 2019 

 

Justin Colin Somerville & Kristin Nicole Del Balzo 

July 6, 2019 

 

Baptisms: “Received into the Congregation of 

Christ’s Flock…” 

Feb. 17, 2019 -  Owen Patrick Somerville 

April 28, 2019 - Lily Catlett Schmidt 

June  9, 2019 -  Britten Calloway McGettigan 

               Carter Bennett Kaltenborn 

July 14, 2019 -  Jacob Robert Telewicz 

Deaths, “May light perpetual shine upon them...” 

Patricia F. Wilson—January 30, 2019 

Garland Payne “Bo” Moore—January 27, 2019 

Peter A. B. Hoblitzell Jr.—March 22, 2019 

Thomas D. R. Parr—March 11, 2019 

Dorothy Jenkins Pearre—April 1, 2019 

Patricia Menzies Fusting—October 28, 2018 

James Francis Fusting—February 4, 2019 

Douglas Williams Simmons—May 3, 2019 

Louise Este Hollyday—May 10, 2019 

Peter Young Martin Jr.—June 4, 2019 

David Walker Barton—July 1, 2019 

Bruce Macmin Atkinson—June 6, 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Fellow Parishioners: 
 

We hope you are all enjoying the summer season. Summer’s are often a quiet time at St. Thomas’, but not so 

this year. We have already bid our fond farewells to Assistant Rector Nathan Erdman and family, highlighted by 

a well-attended luncheon in the Parish Hall on July 21.  On September 8, we will celebrate Malcolm Ellis’ 

retirement after 10 wonderful years as Rector of St. Thomas’.  The celebration begins at 4 pm (outside weather 

permitting) and will include Mission BBQ, a DJ, moon bounce and much more. This is a “not to miss” event, so 

please rsvp to the evite you should have received, or call the Church office to let them know you will be 

attending. 
 

We are also hard at work identifying and interviewing potential Interim Rector candidates. The job of the 

Interim Rector is to make sure that St. Thomas’ operates efficiently and with as little disruption as possible 

during the transition.  Once we have settled on an Interim Rector, the Search Committee will be assembled and 

begin the process of selecting a new Rector.  As of the printing of this newsletter, we have identified and 

contacted at least 4 Interim candidates and brought 2 candidates in for on-campus interviews.  While our August 

1 goal for selecting an Interim may have been a little ambitious, we hope to select the best candidate by early 

September. 
 

Finally, we are pleased to announce that Georgi Funderburk, our Children’s Minister, will be expanding her role 

to include the Youth Program, beginning immediately. Georgi is a very talented and committed individual that 

has made a great impression on our families with young children since joining St. Thomas’ in 2018.  She will be 

working closely with our dedicated lay teachers to ensure that both the Children’s and Youth education 

programs function at the same high level through the transition period. 
 

We will continue to update you on our transition-related progress. In the meantime, we look forward to seeing 

everyone at Malcolm’s farewell party on September 8th.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

  Mitch Kearney        Tony Seville 

  Junior Warden         Senior Warden 
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Outreach News 
 

Outreach continues to be an important and vibrant part of parish life at St. Thomas’ and we are grateful to 

everyone who participates. 

 

Our Habitat for Humanity efforts continue, and we welcomed a 

number of new volunteers this spring/summer, which was great!  

Volunteers worked either in Sandtown or Govans, and enjoyed both 

learning new skills and working with new people, including aspiring 

homeowners. Some volunteers supported the work by delivering 

hearty and much appreciated lunches to the work crew!  

 

 

 

 

 

For the third summer in a row, Odyssey School and St. Thomas’ partnered to send four Owings Mills Elementary 

students with learning differences to the five week Odyssey Summer Camp.  Steward, Koji, Carter and Brandon 

all enjoyed the full-day experience, having so much fun they did not realize all the important academic strides 

they were each making!   

 

 Summer Service Staycation:  When we learned that Paul’s Place cancelled their  annual 

summer camp[a volunteering ‘right of passage’ for many St. Thomas’ youth over the past 14 

years] a few weeks before camp was scheduled to begin, we wanted to honor our commitment to 

the teen volunteers who had signed up to serve.  
 

For almost a decade, youth volunteers have travelled for service and mission work in many needy 

communities.  Building on this model, the Summer Service Staycation was born!  With only a few 

short weeks to plan and execute this ambitious alternative, Nathan and Georgi jumped in and created five days of 

service activities where 12 youth volunteers had different experiences each day.   
 

Over the five days, the volunteers made a difference for many men, women, and children in our communities. 

And, our 12 volunteers learned about the missions of these nonprofits and came together to work as a team.  

 They learned a lot about food insecurity, and what various programs at the Community Crisis Center and 

Little Gunpowder Farm do to help address it. 

 At Paul’s Place, they met the many guests who face the daily challenges that poverty brings, and our youth 

contributed to both the lunch and clothing ministries there.  

 And, at Irvine Nature Center, they learned about Irvine’s mission to protect and celebrate the natural world, 

and worked hard clearing trails.   
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Amy Freed and daughter Annie 
brought breakfast and lunch to 

the Govans worksite, where the 

new kitchen was being installed.  

Thomas Gammie, age 16, volun-
teered multiple times this spring in 

Sandtown, working with either his 

mother or father. Thank you, Gam-

mie/Fraker Family!  

Judy Shutt, Annette Brown, and Betsy Wilmerding visited Odyssey camp to see the four OMES students-- Brandon, Steward, Koji, and Carter-- in action! 

 All four students were excited to talk about what they were doing at camp, proving that learning can indeed be fun!  

Continued on next page 
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We were blessed that our amazing Camp Director of 13 years, Susie Silberstein, happily led the group, 

planned ice breakers and more.  Additionally, thanks to support from parent volunteers, the St. Thomas’ staff, 

and others.  All the youth volunteers said they got a lot out of the week and they are encouraging us to offer it 

again next year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming opportunities:  
 

1. Fall dates for Habitat will be available soon; please email bgwilmerding@gmail.com if interested.  

Everyone who is 16 years up is invited; no experience required!  

 

2. The Rev. Joanne Tetrault is seeking volunteers to do activities with children on Saturdays at the Loaves & 

Fishes Feeding ministry, while parents are eating.  If any family would be interested in gong to St. 

Matthias just from noon to 1:30 pm on any Saturday, bringing a few crafts/games for probably 4-8 

children, please email Reverend Tetrault at  jtetrault917@gmail.com. 

 

3. St. Thomas’ is going to St. Matthias officially on Saturday, August 24th and October 26th, to make and 

serve the lunch; if your family would like to help out on that day, please email Tony Seville at 

tseville@wardboland.com. 

 

4. Owings Mills Elementary School, right up the road from church, is always looking for volunteers to help 

children practice their reading.  Just 45 minutes once a week can make a huge difference.  If interested, 

please email Judy Shutt at judyshutt@hotmail.com. 

 

5. The Community Crisis Center in Reisterstown is always looking for volunteers. Flexible days and hours; 

shifts are 2-2.5 hours and offer a meaningful way to help our very own neighbors. Please contact 

bgwilmerding@gmail.com to learn more. 

 

6. Please continue your invaluable monthly food donations; the CCC needs and appreciates each delivery; 

Thank you. 

Staycation Service volunteers at the Community 

Crisis Center in Reisterstown. 
Volunteers clearing the path at Irvine. Harvesting potatoes at Little Gunpowder Farm. 

Cooks in the kitchen making home made 

chocolate chip cookies for Paul’s Place guests. 

Volunteers at the ready serving up lunch at Paul’s Place. Working in the clothes closet at the 

Community Crisis Center 

mailto:bgwilmerding@gmail.com
mailto:judyshutt@hotmail.com
mailto:bgwilmerding@gmail.com
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Pre-School Notes! 
 

Greetings to Everyone at St. Thomas’! I hope that you are having a wonderful summer and finding plenty of 
time to enjoy warm weather activities. 
 
It was one year ago that we were moving into our new home at St. Thomas’. Over the past several months, 
we have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know so many of you and we look forward to joining our families 
even more during our upcoming school year.  In the coming months, the school looks forward to observing 
the metamorphosis of Monarch butterflies all throughout the grounds due to the abundance of milkweed, as 
well as utilizing the amazing outdoor play spaces and nature trail in our nature and play-based program.  We 
have taken full advantage of the beautiful classrooms, filling them with purposeful materials, social 
encounters, and learning opportunities.   
 
We look forward to joining together with Children’s Minister Georgi Funderburk in her hosting of a Story 
Time on Wednesdays at 9:15, open to church and school families, and registered community members.  We 
will also bring back our popular Mommy and Me Yoga on Thursday mornings.  
 
Our office officially opens the end of August and classes will begin in September. Our families and staff are 
looking forward to joining the St. Thomas’ community on September 8th at the Picnic, as well as all of the 
activities and special occasions throughout the year. We are grateful to be have been so lovingly embraced 
by the St. Thomas’ community, and we look forward to sharing and making many more memories together 
in the years to come. 

 Warm Regards, Kristin Morrow, Interim Director 
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Sunday School and Youth News! 

The youth mission trip to Nashville was a complete success! 12 youth 

and 3 adults from St. Thomas arrived in the Music City for full 

immersion in the community. We ate pulled pork, jammed to country 

music, and worshiped southern style under an overpass. We worked 

with four different community organizations - feeding friends, sorting 

clothing, hearing stories, weeding gardens, delivering meals. We 

played together, we learned about a new culture, we explored a 

different city, we dove into scripture, we got our hands dirty; we even 

lined danced! We were changed for the better by serving others and 

drawing closer to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are invited on September 29th to Share the Story: Summer 

Service at 11:00 am dur ing the coffee hour  in the Par ish Hall 

where youth who journeyed to Nashville to serve as well as those 

who ministered to our neighbors here at home during the Staycation 

will share their experiences! Also, if you or your youth have any 

photos or videos please send them to 

gfunderburk@stthomaschurch.us so Georgi can begin to  

incorporate them into the video presentations.  

Nashville Mission Trip Group 

2019 

Mission Trip workers doing some great service! 

 
Sunday Morning Education 
 

Children and Confirmation Students!! Join us Sunday September 8th at 9:45 for  a kick off breakfast in 

the parish hall!! We will enjoy time together and then we will walk over to worship to hear Malcolm's  final 

sermon at St. Thomas’. Be sure to come back at 4pm for the big party!! 
 

Confirmation for students in 7th and 8th grades will begin again on September 15th! We look forward to 

growing in faith with you. Sign up for this wonderful program on our website or at this link. 

 https://form.jotform.com/82115740923150 

 

Sunday School for 1st-6th grades will begin anew on September 15th. We will be focusing on Sharing the 

Story this year. Please register at https://form.jotform.com/82113759323152 or on our website.  
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        Farewell! 
In July we bid a fond 

farewell to the Erdman 

family.  Nathan served as the 

Assistant at St. Thomas’ for 

the past 6 years.   

 

We were blessed to have Nathan, Rachel, 

Rebekah and Natalie with our parish and we wish 

them all the very best as they begin a new chapter 

at St. Martin’s  in-the-Field where Nathan will 

serve as Associate Rector and School Chaplain. 


